
Child Support: When Does 
the Legal Obligation Cease?
Myth: Child support in Florida automatically 
terminates when a child reaches the age of 18 years.

F A R R,  F A R R,  E M E R I C H,  H AC K E T T A N D C A R R,  P. A .    1 9 2 4

F A R R,  F A R R,  E M E R I C H,  H AC K E T T A N D C A R R,  P. A .    1 9 2 4

Farr Law Firm Newsletter
Big City Solutions. Small Town Values.

Although parents often claim that supporting a child never ends, many wonder 
when the legal obligation to pay court ordered child support stops.  One fairly 
common myth is that child support in Florida automatically terminates when a 
child reaches the age of 18 years.  This is not necessarily the case.  

When child support terminates depends on the order requiring the payment 
of support.  Florida Statute Section 61.13 was revised in 2010 to require that all 
orders for child support, with limited exception, will terminate when the child 
turns 18.  When there are multiple children subject to the support order, child 
support for each child must terminate when each child turns 18.  For multiple 
children, the order for child support must additionally state what child support 
will be once support is no longer due for one or more of the children.

However, many orders entered before or after this statutory revision do not 
provide for such an unambiguous termination date.  Despite the statute, parents 
may agree to alternative payment durations.  For example, parents often agree 
that child support will be paid until the child turns 18 or until the child graduates 
from high school, whichever occurs later.  In such a case, for a child that turns 18 
before graduating from high school, child support will not terminate when the 
child turns 18, but will continue until the child graduates high school.

If the termination of child support is not automatic pursuant to the order for 
support, a parent seeking to terminate child support must file a supplemental 
petition for modification of child support with the court.  Until such a petition is 
filed, child support will continue to accrue at the rate ordered by the court.  With 
limited exception, child support can only be modified retroactive to the date of 
filing a petition.  In the meantime, even if the facts supporting a modification 
of child support exist, the payor parent will continue to be liable for support 
payments in the amount previously ordered by the court.  
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A qualified marital and family law attorney can review a child support order 
to determine whether child support will automatically terminate upon certain 
circumstances.  Such an attorney can also assist with an application for 
modification of support.  Please contact the attorneys at the Farr Law Firm if 
we can be of assistance to you.
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This newsletter is for general information and education purposes only.
It is not offered as legal advice or legal opinion.

To the extent this message contains tax advice, the U.S. Treasury Department requires us to inform you that any 
advice in this letter is not intended or written by our firm to be used, and cannot be used by any taxpayer, for the 
purpose of avoiding any penalties that may be imposed under the Internal Revenue Code. Advice from our firm 

relating to Federal tax matters may not be used in promoting, marketing or recommending any entity, investment 
plan or arrangement to any taxpayer.
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Farr Law Firm has been 
recognized as one of “Florida’s Top 
Ranked Law Firms” for 2014 by 
LexisNexis® Martindale-Hubbell®. 
We may be able to help you or 
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941.639.1158, or visit us on the 
web at www.Farr.com.
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